
Carr Hill Sixth Form Centre welcomes 
applications from the immediate and wider 
community. 

Whether your education began with us as 
a pupil at Carr Hill High School or you are 
considering joining us from another school or 
college to further your studies, we would be 
delighted should you choose to study with us.  

Applications for a place at the Sixth Form can be 
downloaded from the Sixth Form website. 

Carr Hill High School & Sixth Form Centre
Royal Avenue 
Kirkham 
Preston
Lancashire 
PR4 2ST

If you would like to speak to a member of staff 
about Carr Hill Sixth Form Centre or arrange a 
tour of the centre please contact us via one of 

Tel: 01772 682 008
Email: contact@carrhill.lancs.sch.uk
Website: www.carrhillschool.com
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enhancement programmes are truly designed around bringing 
your aspirations alive.

A school Sixth Form is a special place where students benefit 
from the experience of highly-qualified academic staff and a 
team of specialist pastoral staff. Carr Hill Sixth Form is not  a 
huge institution and we do not cater for thousands of students.  
We take pride in knowing our students extremely well, and 
designing programmes to allow them to make excellent academic 
progress and develop a positive character. Our students tell us 
how much they enjoy and value their time in Sixth Form, how 
much they appreciate the atmosphere and the way they are 
treated and supported.

Our staff have enthusiastically endorsed our plans to develop, 
which are so important to the future success of our students.  At 
the heart of our strategy and commitment for high quality Sixth 
Form education, we guarantee that the experience provided 
to our students is within a culture of high standards, offering 
opportunities for students to develop their personal character, 
and gain high-quality qualifications which provide currency in 
our modern world.

This Course Guide and our website provide only a glimpse of 
what we have on offer but I hope it will leave you wanting to 
know more. We look forward to speaking with you about your 
aspirations for the future, and working with you to bring these 
alive as a student with us.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Graeme Napier
Assistant Headteacher

Welcome
I am delighted to introduce the Carr Hill Sixth Form Course 
Guide.  Within this brochure you will find information about 
our Sixth Form Centre and the wide range of A-Level, 
Diploma or Work-Related programmes on offer.

At Carr Hill Sixth Form, we are passionate about enabling 
each individual to achieve their full potential by raising their 
aspirations, supporting them on to the right pathway and 
helping them develop the skills they need to gain high levels 
of academic achievement as well as lifelong success. We 
aim to challenge and inspire all our students in a Sixth Form 
which is exciting and forward-looking.
Students work in well-equipped facilities alongside their 
peers with teachers who are experts in their fields.  Carr Hill 
Sixth Form pupils develop a very strong independent work 
ethic during their time here, setting them up well for future 
success as an undergraduate or on entering employment or 
further training.

For Carr Hill Sixth Form, 2017 will be a year where we will 
see our most recent key decisions fully implemented which 
will have huge ramifications for the future success of our 
students.  Not only will we have launched our brand new 
A-Level Programmes across all our subjects, we will have 
introduced our innovative Diploma Programmes and Work-
Related Programmes.Our innovative programmes and flexible 
timetable ensures that we are able to offer an experience 
which allows our students to accomplish great things. 

Whilst academic success is an important part of your Sixth 
Form experience, our Curriculum Enhancement Programme 
provides you with a unique chance to experience and develop 
skills beyond your academic studies. This new programme is 
designed individually for each student to ensure participation 
in a wide range of experiences to develop personal skills to 
promote success in our modern world. Our academic and 
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Your A-Level 
Programme
 
Students study 
three (or four) 
A-Level subjects 
from our range 
of brand-new 
courses.  With 
a range of 
curriculum 
enhancement 
opportunities, 
this programme 
provides the 
traditional Sixth 
Form experience 
with knowledge, 
understanding 
and skills to fully 
prepare students 
for university, 
apprenticeship or 
employment.

Your 
Sporting Elite 
Programme
Students specialise 
in the sport of 
their choice and 
receive expert 
coaching and 
training as part 
of their timetable 
programme.  
Alongside this 
students can study 
a Diploma in Sport, 
traditional A-Levels 
or a Diploma from 
our brand new 
Suite.

Your 
Specialist 
Diploma 
Programme
Students specialise 
in their chosen 
subject from 
our brand-new 
Diploma Suite.  
Students will spend 
the majority of 
their programme 
studying this 
subject with the 
option of selecting 
additional subjects 
or curriculum 
enhancement 
opportunities on 
offer.

3 Study Programmes: 
Designed Around You

We don’t design 
our programmes 
to cater for 
thousands of 
students.

We design our 
programmes 
around you.
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reasons why Carr Hill Sixth Form 
is the right choice for you5

1 We offer you individual course combinations.
 

We will work with you to ensure you are able to study your 
first choice course combination. This means you don’t have to 
compromise on your qualifications.

4 We’ll give you independence and a voice.
 

We treat you like an adult and allow you to take responsibility for 
your learning and progress. Our students do not wear a school 
uniform, they have their own sixth form centre and are able to 
make decisions about everything from the design of the common 
room to extra-curricular trips.

2 We give you support in and outside the classroom.
 

It’s not just excellent teaching our students benefit from. Students 
are matched with a dedicated academic mentor who they meet 
with daily to discuss everything from university applications to 
coursework queries. In addition to this, the sixth form has a Care 
Leader, whose role it is to offer additional support to all students.

5 We’ll offer you opportunities.
 

As a member of Carr hill Sixth Form you’ll discover the 
opportunities are endless. Students can join one of our sporting 
elite academies, be a part of our award winning public speaking 
team or play the lead role in the annual production. Students can 
also go on international sports tours or volunteer programmes. 

3 We  work with you to get results.
 

In recent years our students have gained places at Oxford 
University and numerous other Russell Group universities. 
Students have also started apprenticeships at international 
companies such as BAE and KPMG. Whatever the dream, we help 
our students get to where they want to be. 
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The Sixth Form Leadership Team will ensure that you get the very best experience 
during your Sixth Form Career. This team of specialist staff are always on hand to 

make sure that you have all the tools you need to make Sixth Form a success in class, 
on the sports field, or as part of your enhancement programme.

Ateam of dedicated specialist mentors work with you to ensure that your making 
good progress and provide expert information, advice and guidance as you apply 

for university places, apprenticeships or employment.  You’ll have a personal academic 
mentor who’ll support you throughout your Sixth Form Programme.

Qualified teaching staff will deliver high quality lessons to ensure that you’re 
acquiring the knowledge, understanding and skills on your programme.  Our 

staff are all fully qualified and have a wealth of experience in delivering A-Level 
subjects and supporting students.

I t ’ s  Your  Dream.
We’l l  help you make it happen. 

Personalised
“Because the class sizes are small my teachers 
were able to get to know me, my work style, 
what I was good at, and what I needed to 
work on at the start of my courses. I found 
that this meant  that my classes enabled me to 
progress really quickly.”

Supportive
“There were times when it was really tough, 
but my teachers and the Sixth Form team 
were really supportive.  They noticed when I 
needed some encouragement or some help.  
They were always there.”

Challenging
“Studying A-Levels isn’t easy. It’s not supposed 
to be easy I guess!  My teachers were 
complete experts; they understood what I’d 
studied at GCSE and this made the transition 
to my Sixth Form courses much easier.”

A Community
“The Sixth Form isn’t huge.  There aren’t 
thousands of students.  That’s what I loved 
about it.  I quickly got to know my teachers 
and found new friends in the sixth form.    It 
felt like I was part of a small community of like 
minded people.”
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The Sixth has four Sporting Elite Academies. The Football, 
Netball, Rugby and Dance Academies represent Carr Hill 
High School and Sixth Form Centre at a local, regional, 
national and international level.

Students who are members of these academies receive 
expert coaching and training to develop their skills as a 
sportsperson alongside their academic studies.

Over 28 players make up the Football Academy 
which includes a first team and a development 
team. Our most talented footballers, from Year 11, 
12 and 13, represent the school across the region- 
regularly finishing in the top spots in the leagues 
they play in. 

Our netball team is second to none- thanks to the 
natural ability of our players and expert coaching 
from ex Manchester Thunders player Mrs Carroll. 
The netball team is well known and respected 
across the region and other teams know they face a 
challenge when playing Carr Hill. 

Netball Academy

Your Sporting Elite
Expert Coaching & Training + Sporting Diploma 
+ Your Choice of a range of other subjects + 
Enhancement

Football Academy

The students who play in the Rugby Academy are 
dedicated and determined. The team often beat 
larger colleges in league games and our players go on 
to be a part of the first teams at many universities.

The Dance Academy is made up of students who 
are passionate about performing, creating and 
inspiring. The academy students are at the heart of 
one of the school’s most popular events (the Gym & 
Dance Display) and regularly run workshops in local 
primary schools. Many of the students go on to gain 
places at external dance schools due to the skills 
they have developed in the academy.

Dance AcademyRugby Academy
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A-Levels are the traditional academic qualification for 
Sixth Form Students.  For those students wishing to follow 
degree courses in traditional subjects our range of A-Level 
programmes will help you meet the entry requirements for 
these courses.

Most students will study three A-Level courses, with the 
option of studying a fourth A-Level subjects for some 
students.

Curriculum Enhancement programmes are designed to 
provide you with additional knowledge, understanding and 
skills to support university applications.

However, the decisions you make now will set you on a 
course that can be difficult to change, so it’s important 
to make the right subject choices at this early stage.  
The minimum requirement even for the best 
universities is that you take three A-levels; these will 
be the basis of your offer. Some students choose 
to take on an additional A-level subjects, giving 
them a total of four A-levels with which to apply to 
university. 

What type of 
subject?

Think about the 
transferrable skills 

demonstrated by different 
subject choices:

Essay-based subjects to 
demonstrate analytical 

skills and critical thinking.

Science subjects 
demonstrate logic and 

familiarity with scientific 
principles.

Practical subjects 
demonstrate self-discipline 

and creative thinking.

1Choose subjects you 
enjoy – you’ll do 

better in your studies if 
you have an interest in the 
subject!

2Choose subjects 
in which you are 

predicted to get good 
GCSE grades – chances 
are you’ll do well in these 
subjects at A-level, too, 
earning you better grades.

3Choose a range 
of subjects – both 

humanities and science 
subjects. This will give you 
the greatest choice when 
it comes to applying for 
university.

4It’s also worth 
thinking about 

the transferrable skills 
demonstrated by different 
subject choices.

Your A-Levels
Study three (or four) A-Levels + Enhancement

Three Brilliant A-Level Grades
A Guide for Students

You won’t be at a disadvantage for only taking three; 
indeed, it’s better to take three and get brilliant 
results in all three than it is to take on more than you 
can handle and get worse results because of it. Only 
take on what you think you can realistically manage, 
and talk to your teachers about the workload you 
can expect from the subjects you think you might 
want to study.
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Another source you might want to take into 
account when choosing your A-levels is the Russell 
Group’s list of so-called ‘facilitating subjects’ 
– particularly if you’re thinking of applying to 
a Russell Group university. The subjects are:  
Mathematics and Further Mathematics,  
English Literature, Physics, Biology, Chemistry, 
Geography, History, Languages (Classical and 
Modern).

These are the subjects that are most often required 
by top universities. It’s worth being clear it’s not an 

To help make your final decision, talk to the staff at 
Carr Hill Sixth Form and read the syllabus for each 
of the courses you’re potentially interested in. You 
could even pop to the library and take a look at some 
of the texts and course books you’d be expected to 
study. This will help you get a feel for what each 
subject is like, and should aid your decision-making 
process.

exhaustive list of ‘hard’ subjects, but instead it’s 
the case that picking options from this list will keep 
your options open. For example, taking Business 
Studies, Economics and Law will leave you well set 
for an Economics degree at most universities, but 
taking Mathematics, Geography and a language 
will be equally good preparation for an Economics 
degree while leaving a slew of other possibilities 
open to you, as well as being more respected by top 
universities.

Making the Final 
Decision
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Our Suite of Specialist Diplomas offers students the 
opportunity to study a key subject as part of their Sixth 
Form Programme and specialise in a particular aspect of the 
course.

Our Specialist Diploma is the equivalent to two A-Level 
subjects and attracts the same UCAS (university application) 
points.  Students are also able to consider our Introductory 
Diploma course which is the equivalent to one A-Level and 
attracts UCAS points.

Our Diploma Courses are vocational qualifications 
and Level 3 for Sixth Form students. They’re 
designed with the workplace in mind and provide 
a high-quality alternative to A Levels, with a great 
range of subjects to choose from.

Our Diploma programmes will provide you with 
the knowledge and skills required for employment 

Our Diploma Programmes 
give you the reassurance 

that you have the right 
course to support your 

lifelong learning journey. 

Our Diploma Programme 
will allow you to achieve 

your potential and 
progress to the next stage 

of your life, whether it 
be Higher Education, 
an apprenticeship, or 

employment.

1Our Diplomas includes 
refreshing and ex-

citing content, that’s up 
to date, engaging, fit for 
purpose and suitable for 
your needs in 2016 and 
beyond.

2Programmes are 
designed alongside in-

dustry specialists to make 
sure that your students will 
gain the right combination 
of knowledge, understand-
ing and skills for the 21st 
century

3There are a wide 
range of centre 

assessed units with 
practical and wider 
project-based assessment 
opportunities

4The Diploma will 
either complement 

your Sixth Form 
programme alongside 
other vocational 
qualifications, A Levels, 
or may constitute the 
bulk of a two-year study 
programme.

Your Diploma
Study Your Choice of Diploma specialism +  
Your Choice of a range of other subjects + Enhancement

A Technical Choice
Taking a vocational pathway

and for the community as a whole. It’s also about 
developing the behaviours and attributes needed to 
progress and succeed in education and in work.

Our courses allow for a high degree of flexibility with 
the choice of units that make up the qualifications, 
so you can specialise in the specific areas of the 
subject that interest you most.
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Our Diploma Programmes have been developed to 
meet the changing needs of various sectors, and will 
prepare you for the challenges you’ll face in Higher 
Education or employment. 

Designed in collaboration with industry experts 
Programmes focus on the skills, knowledge and 
understanding that today’s universities and 
employers demand. You will apply practical skills 
and knowledge in preparation for further study or 
the workplace.

You will develop professional and social skills 
through interaction with performers, clients 
and peers; as well as theoretical and technical 
knowledge and understanding to underpin these 
skills. This will allow your creativity and flair to be 
harnessed throughout your course.

This will make sure that you develop clear ideas 
about where you might like to take your career and 
what progression routes you’d like to follow. 

Our Diploma Programme allows you to select a key 
subject to form the majority of your Sixth Form 
programme.  You can design your curriculum to 
meet your needs combining technical and academic 
courses.  Our Diploma programme offers courses in:
• Health & Social Care
• Performing Arts (Drama, Dance, Music)
• Digital Media (Media Studies, IT)
• Sport
• Science

Design your 
Future
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Art (Fine Art) A-Level
Art provides students with opportunities to develop personal 
responses to ideas, observations, experiences, environments 
and cultures in practical, critical and contextual forms.
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Exam Board
AQA

For more information, contact:
Mrs J Wild

A
rt (Fine A

rt) C
arr Hill Sixth Form

 
Art (Fine Art) 
Being creative is the next big thing. Every good company realises that creativity and good design 
are important factors in generating new business. So your creativity isn’t just a way of satisfying your 
artistic soul... it can open the door to exciting career opportunities as well.

This popular A Level is a practical course that allows you to be as creative as you want to be. There 
are many areas that you can choose to study as this is a broad course and you will also get to mix 
with students from all the different specialist areas and that’s always a great way to swap ideas and 
be inspired.

What will I learn?

You will learn to be confident in the areas of 
idea development and creative response to a 
theme or personal line of enquiry.  You will 
also learn to express yourself verbally in the 
critical arenas with presentations or seminar 
situations and to explore 2D and 3D ideas via 
drawing, printmaking, sculpture work, painting, 
mixed media and SLR Digital Photography as 
well as developing a keen awareness of the 
cultural history of Art and Design.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students who wish to develop a further in-

depth study of Art and Design.
• Students who wish to pursue a career 

linked to an aspect of Art or Design which 
could include, for example, Graphic Design 
or Architecture, Illustration, Teaching.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Many students go on to study Art or Design 
to degree level. Such careers regularly include 
Architecture; Interior Design; Fine Art; Art 
Therapy; Graphics; Photography; Fashion 
and Textile Design. Students who wish to 
pursue such a career may consider studying 
both AS Fine Art and AS Photography as 
complementary subjects in much the same 
way as, for example, Maths and Physics 
may complement one another. Such a 
complementary combination would create an 
in-depth, broad ranging portfolio of creative 
and technical evidence.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Art & Design Diploma
An Art & Design Diploma gives students the chance to explore 
their creative ability through a broad range of techniques- using 
cultural, environmental and personal experiences to develop a 
portfolio of work.
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Exam Board
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For more information, contact:
Mrs J Wild
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arr Hill Sixth Form
Art & Design 

What will I learn?

You will learn to develop ideas and hone your 
creative responses. You will build on your 
natural artistic ability and explore a range of 
different arts- understanding the many medium 
of arts and the history behind them.  

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students who wish to explore their interest 

in art and develop their exsisting creative 
flare.

• Students who are keen to work in fields 
including Graphic Design, Architecture, 
Illustration or Teaching would benefit from 
gaining this qualification.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Degrees in Art or Design are popular choices 
amongst our students. Upon finishing their 
degree pupils look into careers including 
Architecture; Interior Design; Fine Art; Art 
Therapy; Graphics; Photography; Fashion and 
Textile Design. 

Find out more on our website

Our diploma in Art & Design includes exciting content that’s really engaging and provides 
opportunities for you to specialise in your chosen area of art and design.

You can chose from a range of specialist pathways in photography, graphic design, 3D design, 
fashion, and fine art. These reflect the breadth of opportunities available within the art and design 
sector. Plus, you have the opportunity to engage in a broader way through non-specialist units 
where, as an example, you might plan, research and develop ideas in response to a client brief, or 
plan and prepare for an exhibition for a collection of artwork.

Our diploma is 100% portfolio assessed allowing credit for your practical abilities and wider project-
based assessment opportunities.  This ensures that you will maximise your success, focusing on 
your individual strengths within Art & Design.  

Our diploma allows you to specialise in your chosen area of Art & Design and allows you to achieve 
a qualification equivalent in size to one or two A-Levels.

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Biology A-Level
This course provides students with an innovative approach 
to biology dealing with current issues to motivate students. 
The focus is on key concepts in biology, including topics on 
genetics, biochemistry, cell biology, human physiology, evolution 
and ecology.
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Exam Board
AQA

For more information, contact:
Miss C North

Biology C
arr Hill Sixth Form

Biology
Biology involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics, ranging from molecular biology to 
the study of ecosystems and from micro-organisms to mammoths. Biology is never far from the 
headlines either... 

The human genome has been sequenced and we know the complete arrangement of the three 
thousand million bases that make up human DNA. In Kenya 350 people die every day from AIDS 
and in South East Asia the skies are dark with smoke as the last Bornean rainforests are burned to 
grow oil palms. Biologists are concerned with all these issues. They work in the fields of cell biology, 
medicine, food production and ecology... and the work they do is vital to us all.

Biology is one of the most popular A Level subjects in the country, attracting students studying a 
wide range of other subjects. Many of these students enjoy the subject so much they eventually 
choose a biologically related degree course. Others go on to careers in law, computing, accounting 
or teaching.  

What will I learn?

Students will acquire knowledge and 
understanding of biological facts, practical 
skills and application of facts. There are also 
opportunities to develop an awareness of the 
role of Biology in society, and the ability to 
evaluate this.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• A student should be interested in Biology, 

interested in reading about new biological 
and medical developments and enjoy 
practical investigations.  

• Students may be interested in a 
career requiring Biology, e.g. medicine, 
biochemistry and nursing. This course 
complements A-Levels in Chemistry, P.E. 
and Psychology. 

• A combination or Biology with another 
Science and/or Mathematics would be 
advantageous.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
There are higher education courses in over 
100 different Biological topics including 
Medicine, Nursing, Occupational Therapy, 
Physiotherapy, Dietetics, Podiatry, Psychology, 
Pharmacy, Pharmacology, Agriculture, 
Environmental Science, Scientific Illustration, 
Microbiology, and Biotechnology. This course 
would support entry into Law, Accountancy 
and other degree courses requiring breadth of 
study rather than subject specific entry. 

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Business Studies Diploma  
Business Studies provides students with the opportunity to 
learn about businesses in a variety of contexts and explore and 
consider the importance of the context of business in relation 
to decision making within organisations.
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Exam Board
OCR

For more information, contact:
Mrs S Stringfellow

Business Stud
ies C

arr Hill Sixth Form
Business Studies 
Fancy yourself at the head of a successful business? Got some great ideas for new products or 
services? Or maybe you want to work for a large company by working in marketing or management.

No matter what your vision, our Business Studies course gives you an incredibly powerful start to 
launch you on to becoming a business person. All the key topics of starting and running a business 
are covered. Armed with this knowledge, maybe you could be giving Richard Branson a run for his 
money in a few years time.  

Of course not everybody wants a global corporation. A lot of people prefer small businesses offering 
individual service or set up their own business working for themselves.  Whether you’re selling 
home-made candles or starting your own e-company, you still need to know about business.  Like 
how to get your products to market; how to price them; how to promote them and how to get paid.  
It’s all here.

What will I learn?

You will learn how a business might evolve. 
From a small start-up business to a large 
multinational organisation, you will consider a 
range of different business types and gain an 
understanding of how the choice of business 
type might affect the objectives that are 
set. You will look at the internal workings of 
businesses, including their internal structure 
and how different functional areas work 
together. Plus, by looking at the external 
constraints under which a business must 
operate, you will gain an understanding of the 
legal, financial and ethical factors that have an 
impact.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students who have an interest in the world 

of ‘how a business is created’ to its long 
term survival.  

• Students who want to find out where they 
fit in the structure of a business or work 
out where their particular skills will best fit 
into a business.  

• It is also chosen by those who want to 
keep their options open as the subject can 
be combined with a wide range of other 
subjects at degree level.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Students studying Business Studies have 
access to a wide range of possible career and 
higher education opportunities.    You will have 
a head start in careers within Accountancy, 
Marketing and Human Resources.  Business 
Studies combines well with a range of social 
sciences, humanities and mathematical 
subjects leading to university subjects in 
such areas as business, economics, law and 
accountancy.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Chemistry  A-Level
Chemistry gives students the opportunity to develop an 
understanding of the properties and reactions of substances. 
Students apply understanding to familiar and more challenging 
new situations through a wide range of problem solving 
activities and practical work.
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Exam Board
AQA

For more information, contact:
Miss C Smith

C
hem

istry C
arr Hill Sixth Form

Chemistry 
If you enjoyed chemistry at GCSE, you’ll love this A-level course. In two years that will fly by you’ll 
get a real in-depth knowledge of this fascinating subject, preparing you for further education or giving 
you the credentials to enhance your job options straight away. Chemists have greatly improved the 
quality of life for the majority of people. Our A Level course is underpinned by the practical skills 
which we use to study key chemical concepts. You also find out how chemists are real innovators, 
designing solutions to the problems that affect modern life.

Students with a wide range of interests enjoy the Chemistry course. Whether you want a job in 
medicine or industry, Chemistry is the solid platform upon which careers are built. Chemistry is a 
great choice of subject for people who want a career in health and clinical professions, such as 
Medicine, Nursing, Biochemistry, Dentistry or Forensic Science. It will also equip you for a career in 
industry, for example in the petrochemical or pharmaceutical industries.

What will I learn?

You will develop a further interest in Chemistry 
through a coherent and developing body of 
knowledge. You will discover in more detail 
how our world is made up from the elements 
and how new useful substances can be 
synthesised.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• You should have interest in and 

enthusiasm for Chemistry.  
• This is an academic course which can 

lead to further courses in Chemistry, 
related sciences and many other university 
studies.  

• Combination of Chemistry with another 
Science and/or Mathematics is 
advantageous.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
You could follow a degree course in 
Chemistry, Environmental Science, Medicine, 
Engineering or Pharmacy.  Some students 
also take the opportunity to study non-related 
courses at university, such as Law, where 
A-level Chemistry is a well-respected entry 
qualification. You could also take an HNC 
or enter employment in the local Chemical 
Industry e.g. Universal Products.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Computer Science A-Level
Computer Science gives students an understanding of the ideas 
and mathematical computing skills in a variety of areas of study 
including programming, web development and networking.
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Exam Board
AQA

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs A*-C including B+ in ICT/
Computer Science and B+ in Maths

For more information, contact:
Mr G Napier

C
om

puter Science Innovation
Computer Science  

What will I learn?

Computer Science will help you to develop 
your capacity for thinking analytically and 
logically. You will develop your understanding 
of the organisation of computer systems 
including software, hardware, data, 
communications and people. In the practical 
part of the course you will learn how to apply 
your skills, knowledge and understanding of 
programming to solve problems. The theory 
you will learn enables you to enhance your 
knowledge and understanding of software, 
system development, data and applications.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• A-Level students seeking a hands-

on technical computing course to run 
alongside their other A-Level options. 

• It is for students who have a real interest 
in and enthusiasm for IT and computing 
science, together with a keen desire to 
develop high-level technical skills and 
progress to university or to a career 
requiring IT skills.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
The majority of our students go on to further 
education at university to study courses such 
as Computer Science or Games Development.  
Others go directly into employment to use their 
programming skills in a working environment.

Exam Board
OCR

For more information, contact:
Mr A Purdon

C
om

puter Science C
arr Hill Sixth Form

In essence, Computer Science is understanding, in detail, how computer systems actually work. 
Computers pervade every aspect of modern life. The microprocessor that lies at the heart of every 
computing system is found absolutely everywhere, from the PC on your desk to laptops, PDAs, 
mobile phones, cars and microwave ovens. Modern society simply could not function without 
computers, but few people really understand how it all works. 

The world of computing is fast-paced and people at the beginning of a career in computing need to 
have the up-to-date skills that are required in the industry and the ability to work well with others in 
team situations.

Our course contains modern and relevant content which enables students to be aware of how 
computers operate, the social impact of applications and programming concepts.  Students also have 
the opportunity to program a fully functional solution to solve a problem.

What will I learn?

Computer Science will help you to develop 
your capacity for thinking analytically and 
logically. You will develop your understanding 
of the organisation of computer systems 
including software, hardware, data, 
communications and people. In the practical 
part of the course you will learn how to apply 
your skills, knowledge and understanding of 
programming to solve problems. The theory 
you will learn enables you to enhance your 
knowledge and understanding of software, 
system development, data and applications.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• A-Level students seeking a hands-

on technical computing course to run 
alongside their other A-Level options. 

• It is for students who have a real interest 
in and enthusiasm for IT and computing 
science, together with a keen desire to 
develop high-level technical skills and 
progress to university or to a career 
requiring IT skills.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
The majority of our students go on to further 
education at university to study courses such 
as Computer Science or Games Development.  
Others go directly into employment to use their 
programming skills in a working environment.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Construction & The Built 
Environment Diploma 
Construction is all about practical learning and developing your 
skills in a realistic working environment. What you learn on this 
course will help in a whole host of careers and will you the 
opportunity to try a wide variety of trades. 
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Exam Board
Edexcel

For more information, contact:
Mr G Napier

C
onstruction  C

arr Hill Sixth Form
 

Construction
Our diploma in construction will inspire and enthuse you to consider a career in the construction 
and the built environment sector.  It will give you the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and 
understanding of, and develop skills in, the construction and the built environment sector as well as 
supporting  progression into specialised level 3 qualifications in Construction and the Built Environment, 
or progression into an apprenticeship. You will have the potential opportunity, in due course, to enter 
employment within a wide range of job roles and build on achievement and interest developed through 
related level 1 or level 2 qualifications in constructions.

This diploma will allow you to specialise or to deepen your understanding through the provision of a 
broad range of specialist modules to provide a comprehensive and challenging programme of study 
related to Construction and the Built Environment that will develop your interest and aptitude to progress 
in the sector. The diploma will give you the opportunity to progress to employment, or progress within 
employment, in a wide range of job roles across the construction sector.  You will also have the 
opportunity for the development of transferable skills related to study and vocational application that 
provide a platform for success both within construction and the built environment and elsewhere.

What will I learn?

Students will learn basic skills in a host of 
core construction and building trades such as 
bricklaying, plastering, painting and decorating, 
joinery and carpentry.

Students will be taught by industry experts 
with years of work experience and training in 
their field. 

By the end of the course, students will be 
able to demonstrate the ability to complete 
projects across a range of trades giving them 
the experience needed when applying for 
apprenticeships and/or full time work. 

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students who are keen to undertake an 

apprenticeship, or go on to study, in the 
field of construction or building.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
An apprenticeship in a range of trades or  the 
opportunity to continue to study specialising in 
a trade of your choice.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Digital Media Diploma
(Specialising in IT or Media Studies) 

Digital Media provides students with the skills necessary to 
build a career in one of the world’s most face paced and ever- 
evolving industries.
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Exam Board
OCR

For more information, contact:
Mrs J Edwards

Digital Media     
Our Diploma in Digital Media has been developed to meet the changing needs of the sector, and prepare 
you for the challenges you’ll face in Higher Education or employment. Designed in collaboration with 
experts spanning the breadth of the sector, the diploma in Digital Media focuses on the skills, knowledge 
and understanding that today’s universities and employers demand. Students will apply practical skills 
and knowledge in preparation for further study or the workplace.

Our diploma in Digital Media allows you to specialise in IT or Media Studies.

Our diploma in Digital Media allows you to achieve a qualification equivalent in size to one or two 
A-Levels

What will I learn?

You will develop professional and social skills 
through interaction with performers, clients 
and peers; as well as theoretical and technical 
knowledge and understanding to underpin 
these skills. This will allow your creativity 
and flair to be harnessed in the design and 
production of media products used within the 
industry. You will develop conceptual ideas, 
and visualise these all the way through the 
production cycle; from planning and pre-
production right through to editing, post-
production and presentation of products. You’ll 
also learn how to analyse target audience 
requirements, research market demand and 
bring a media concept alive working in line 
with legal and regulatory requirements. You 
will gain an understanding of how different 
businesses and organisations in the media 
sector work.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students who enjoy challenging practical 

work will be particularly suited to this style 
of course.  

• The course provides opportunities to 
develop understanding of technical 
knowledge and specialist practice.

• Students work towards clear assessment 
criteria and can see the progress that they 
are making as they develop a portfolio of 
evidence.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Those specialising in Media Studies could go 
on to work in journalism, as a TV presenter 
or a researcher to name a few. Whilst those 
specialising in IT could go on to work in game 
design, as a programmer or IT manager at a 
large organisation. Both routes offer students 
the opportunity to go on to study at university 
or gain an apprenticeship. 

Find out more on our website

D
igital M

ed
ia C

arr Hill Sixth Form

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Engineering    
Engineering provides the opportunity for students to develop 
knowledge and skills in the design, development, manufacture 
and maintenance of engineering products and systems.
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For more information, contact:
Mrs E Dandy 

Engineering C
arr Hill Sixth Form

Engineering 
Engineering holds many fantastic and exciting opportunities. In today’s world, engineers work in an 
environment that encompasses the use of cutting edge technologies and innovative solutions, for 
example you could find yourself designing the next generation of Smart Phones, designing robots, 
manufacturing components for fighter jets or developing sustainable energy. Study engineering and 
you could be on the road to becoming a highly skilled engineer and will be able to work within a 
variety of engineering disciplines such as product design, aerospace, manufacturing, electrical & 
electronics, communications, mechanical, nuclear & energy, environment or transport.

Students can take full advantage of the fully stocked and dedicated workshops and laboratories.  This 
course allows students to sample the various aspects of Engineering Technology and enables them 
to make a reasoned choice for their future career based on their experience across a broad range of 
engineering subjects.

What will I learn?

You will cover Engineering principles, The 
Engineered Business World, Sustainable 
Engineering and Optimising Performance in 
Engineering Systems and Products.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students who have a clear view of their 

future career or are seeking progression to 
higher education. 

• The course complements studies in ICT, 
Maths and Physics.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
This course gives students a wide choice 
of progression options into further study, 
training or relevant employment. Students who 
successfully complete the qualification will be 
well equipped to move onto degrees, BTEC 
Higher National Diplomas or NVQs

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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English Language A-Level
English Language allows students to develop enjoyment and 
interest in literary and non-literary texts and broaden knowledge 
and understanding of a wide range of writing across the ages.
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For more information, contact:
Mrs A McDonough

English Language C
arr Hill Sixth Form

English Language 
Have you ever asked yourself the big questions about language?  Where did it come from? How do 
young children learn to talk, read and write so quickly?  How can language be used to make sure 
people always see things your way?

If the answer is yes, A-Level English Language is a course you will definitely want to study.  Over 
the two year course, you will learn all about the ways in which language is used (and abused) and 
how it is affected by technology, gender differences and power relationships between speakers.  You 
will also study the ways in which children and adults use language to interact, as well as exploring 
how and why language has changed so much over the past 500 years.  There will be plenty of 
opportunities to produce your own creative writing for coursework and for pleasure too. This subject 
is central to improving your communication skills and can help you gain access to a huge number of 
careers.

What will I learn?

The course allows students to develop their 
ability to express themselves in speech and 
writing, producing texts for different audiences, 
purposes and in different genres. You will learn 
to listen critically and attentively to spoken 
English; express yourself in speech and writing 
with increasing competence and sophistication 
and demonstrate expertise in writing for a 
variety of specific purposes and audiences.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• This course will suit a student who enjoys 

expressing their opinions, has an interest 
in reading a wide variety of examples of 
spoken and written language from the past 
and present. 

• A student who is confident in self-study. 

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
English Language as an A- Level is a valuable 
qualification which will enable you to develop 
skills much in demand from employers and 
universities and colleges.  It could form a good 
basis for study in any arts based subject or it 
could complement non-arts subjects.  It could 
lead to careers in journalism, the media or the 
law.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website

Prospectus P16 201617 draft 20th July FINAL.indd   29 21/07/2016   11:31:22



English Literature A-Level 
English Literature allows students to develop enjoyment and 
interest in literature and broaden knowledge and understanding 
of poetry, plays and novels, from the seventeenth century to the 
present day.
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For more information, contact:
Ms C Fry 

English Literature C
arr Hill Sixth Form

English Literature 
If you simply love to read, this traditional A-Level in English Literature will allow you to indulge your 
passion!

You will be able to engage with texts on a deeper and more critical level than ever before, reflecting 
on the many factors which inspire and influence their production.  The set texts include a broad 
range of classic and contemporary literature, including poetry, prose and drama.  You can expect 
to enjoy works by legendary figures such as Shakespeare, Austen, Coleridge, Fitzgerald and Emily 
Bronte, while works by modern writers including Ian McEwan, Khaled Hosseini, Angela Carter and 
Andrea Levy also feature prominently. 

The study of English Literature can lead to a variety of careers such as the Law, Politics, Teaching 
and Journalism to name but a few.

What will I learn?

You will learn to communicate your responses 
to prepared and unseen texts effectively 
in writing.  You will read widely and make 
informed judgements, gaining an understanding 
of cultural, historical and other influences on 
texts.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• This course will suit a student who enjoys 

reading widely, expressing their opinions 
and justifying their comments on a variety 
of texts.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Students with A Level English Literature have 
a wide range of possible career and higher 
education opportunities.  You will learn and 
use a wide variety of transferable skills during 
the course.  English Literature can be studied 
as a single subject in higher education or 
can be combined with a wide variety of other 
subjects.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Further Maths A-Level
Further Mathematics provides students with the opportunity to 
broaden and deepen the mathematical knowledge and skills 
developed when studying A-level Mathematics.
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For more information, contact:
Mr J Myers

Further M
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arr Hill Sixth Form
Further Maths 
Further Maths, taken alongside A-level Maths, is an upgrade that will take your problem-solving skills 
to the limit.

We will enter the fascinating world of complex numbers, where we can find the square root of -1, and 
where familiar equations take on new and beautiful shapes. We’ll learn how matrices can transform 
space, making them a powerful tool in 3D computer graphics. We’ll also extend our knowledge of 
how Maths solves problems in the real world. Further Maths students get to experience all three 
areas of application.

Further Maths can strengthen your prospects in all the same career areas as Maths, and it is a 
prestigious qualification that can open the door to competitive university courses, including Maths, 
Physics and Engineering at the top flight universities.

What will I learn?

You will extend your knowledge in Pure 
Mathematics, Statistics, Mechanics and 
Decision maths. In Pure Mathematics you 
will extend your knowledge of algebra and 
trigonometry as well as learning new ideas 
such as complex numbers and matrices. In 
Mechanics you will study the motion of objects 
and how they respond to forces acting upon 
them.  In Decision you will be introduced 
to modern techniques with applications in 
industry, business and computing and you 
will build on your knowledge from A-Level 
mathematics. In Statistics you will be 
introduced to various testing techniques.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students should only consider choosing 

Further Mathematics as an A-level subject 
if they have a thorough knowledge 
and understanding of the algebra and 
trigonometry in their higher tier GCSE 
course.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Provides an excellent base for those wishing 
to specialise in Mathematics, Physics and 
Engineering at degree level.  It is also 
advantageous for anyone wishing to study 
medicine, dentistry or veterinary science.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Geography A-Level
Geography provides students with the opportunity to develop a 
strong foundation for understanding the two main themes of the 
subject: human geography and physical geography. Between 
them, they’re what makes our planet tick.
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Geography 
Anyone with a real interest in the world around them, for example why biodiversity is threatened, 
how natural hazards can be managed, or the consequences of globalisation, will enjoy a Geography 
course. The world we live in is changing. Geography allows you to see why and how it is changing.

The world we live in is in a state of constant change.  You will study how different societies around 
the world cope with challenges such as conflicts over land for farming, water supply and energy 
resources; global poverty and the challenges of ever growing urban areas.  The natural world 
presents us with resources but it too confronts us with challenges.  Deserts – are they advancing?  
Are some ecosystems more fragile than others?  Floods, hurricanes – are they on the increase?  You 
will study how human and physical environments are changing and why so that you can understand 
the world you see from the school window or hear about in the news.

What will I learn?

In the first year students will cover the 
meaning, causes, impacts and management of 
global challenges. How we can influence global 
challenges through our own lives. Topic 1: 
World at Risk  Topic 2: Going Global. 
In the second year students will take a closer 
look at how physical and human issues 
influence lives and can be managed. Students 
choose two topics from the four offered in 
this unit; there must be one physical and one 
human topic. Physical topics  Topic 1: Extreme 
Weather, Topic 2: Crowded Coasts Topic 3: 
Unequal Spaces and Topic 4: Rebranding 
Places. 

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• The course is suitable for any student who 

has completed GCSE Geography and has 
an interest in current global issues.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Students with an A Level in Geography could 
go on to study for a BA or BSC Degree in 
Geography or other related subjects. Students 
could also take the skills they have developed 
in A Level Geography (independent research, 
team work, presentation, ICT, numeracy and 
literacy) straight into employment in a wide 
range of industries.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Government & Politics A-Level
Government & Politics provides students with the opportunity 
to develop a wide range of skills including the ability to 
comprehend, synthesise and interpret political information; 
identify connections, similarities and differences between the 
areas studied.
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Government & Politics 
The common assumption is that the United Kingdom is a democracy. In theory, we the people, 
control the politicians. The first unit examines the extent to which this is true: politicians have 
huge power over us but how much power do we have over politicians? People have power mainly 
through elections in which they vote for their favoured party and/or set of policies. You will start to 
understand how such processes work and then start to judge for yourself whether or not the UK is 
sufficiently democratic.

One of the defining characteristics of the subject is that it is dynamic and contemporary. You will 
learn to understand the political system by studying developments as they happen. This sheds further 
light on the theory studied in class and gives a great sense of the importance of Politics. It is this 
which helps to make the subject so interesting to the vast majority of students who study it.

What will I learn?

The first year of the course requires students 
to complete two units which consist of 
two written exams; People, Politics and 
Participation and Governing Modern Britain.
The second year of the course requires the 
students to complete two units which consist of 
two written exams; The Politics of the USA or 
Ideologies and The Government of the USA or 
Ideologies in Action.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• This course will appeal to students who 

have a keen interest in current affairs and 
how politics influences our everyday lives. 
Government & Politics will also enable 
students to develop a wide range of skills 
including the ability to:

• analyse and evaluate complex information;
• select and synthesise relevant material;
• construct and communicate coherent 

arguments.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
You don’t have to be an aspiring MP! Students 
who study Government & Politics have 
access to a wide range of career and higher 
education opportunities as the skills acquired 
are recognised and valued by employers, 
universities and colleges.

Students taking Government & Politics study 
a wide range of other academic subjects, 
particularly History, Geography, English, 
Sociology and Psychology. However it 
combines equally well with Maths or Sciences.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Health & Social Care Diploma 
Health & Social Care provides students with the opportunity to 
develop a greater awareness of current issues and prepares 
them for higher education or the world of work; opening up 
career opportunities in areas such as childcare, nursing, mental 
health and counselling.
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Health & Social Care  
Our diploma in Health and Social Care has been developed to you for the challenges you’ll face in 
Higher Education or employment. Designed in collaboration with experts spanning the breadth of the 
sector, the diploma in Health and Social Care focuses on the skills, knowledge and understanding 
that today’s universities and employers demand.

You will practically apply your skills and knowledge in preparation for further study or the workplace. 
You will develop professional and personal skills through interaction with people who either work 
in the sector or require care or support, as well as theoretical knowledge and understanding to 
underpin your skills. This will allow you to offer specific, person-centred care and support and build 
positive relationships with the people you are working with, so that their needs and requirements are 
met whilst they maintain control of their own care and support.

Our diploma in Health & Social Care allows you to achieve a qualification equivalent in size to one 
or two A-Levels.

What will I learn?

You will learn about working in the health, 
social care and early years sectors. This will 
include the practical skills needed in care, first 
aid, behavioural psychology, understanding the 
medical aspects of health, counselling skills, 
human biology, effective communication skills, 
the development of children in early years 
settings and mental health awareness. Work 
experience will form an integral part of the 
course.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• You must be someone who enjoys project 

work where you research and find out 
information for yourself. This course can 
be studied as a six unit (equivalent to one 
A level) or a twelve unit award (equivalent 
to two A levels). 

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Candidates who achieve these qualifications 
will be prepared to enter a variety of HND 
or degree level courses in health, social 
care and early year’s care-related subjects. 
Examples include nursing, dietetics, sports 
health, professions allied to health such as 
occupational therapy, early years teaching, and 
social work.

 For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website

Health &
 Social C

are C
arr Hill Sixth Form

Exam Board
OCR

For more information, contact:
Mrs J Coulthard 

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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History A-Level
History allows students to develop a secure understanding of 
the value and significance of world events in the past. In the 
process students will gain a deeper understanding of social, 
cultural, religious and ethnic diversity.
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History   
History A Level encourages you to understand and think intelligently about aspects of modern history. 
It involves much more than just learning vast amounts of factual information. Of course, there is a lot 
to learn and you will immediately notice in how much greater detail a topic is covered than at GCSE. 
However, what most students find most rewarding in History is the attempt to understand, evaluate 
and analyse the past. Questions at A-level will never just ask you to recount what happened. They 
are designed to make you think critically about the material and to formulate your own assessments. 

Those who have studied History at GCSE will also know that part of the task is to learn how to use 
the types of evidence that ‘real’ historians use in researching a topic. Part of your A-Level course will 
involve analysing and evaluating primary source material and using it to add to your understanding of 
a subject.

What will I learn?

Our History qualification has been developed 
to recognise the scope and diversity of the 
subject – both in terms of content and different 
approaches: There’s no core content, allowing 
you to have as much professional freedom 
as possible to approach the subject in your 
chosen valid way. While the study of British 
History forms a substantial element, students 
will study the history of more than one country 
or state. Students will undertake a thematic 
study, covering an extended period of history 
of approximately 100 years. The coursework 
element will enable your students to explore a 
topic in history they have an interest in.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• This course will appeal to students who 

have an interest in the past and who are 
able to debate, analyse evidence, put 
forward a well-argued case and express 
their ideas coherently.  

• It is useful for those who wish to broaden 
their option choices as history is regarded 
as a useful qualification for a wide range 
of courses and careers.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Students who study A-Level History have 
access to a wide range of career and higher 
education opportunities as the skills acquired 
are recognised and valued. A Level History 
will allow access to courses in History and 
Humanities.  It combines well with Science 
and Maths to be part of a Science-based 
course and combined with English and Modern 
Foreign Languages would lead to an Arts or 
Language based degree.

Careers include teaching, journalism, law, 
business, politics, management, archivist, and 
librarian.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Mathematics A-Level  
Mathematics provides students with a thorough grounding in 
the mathematical tools and techniques often needed in the 
workplace. The logic and reasoning skills developed by studying 
A-level Maths make sure the qualification is widely respected 
even in non-mathematical arenas.
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Mathematics   
Do you enjoy clear, logical thought? Do you enjoy solving unsolved problems? Then you will enjoy 
Maths! Mathematics is one of the most highly regarded A-Levels, both as a subject in its own right 
and as the basic language of many scientific subjects. Right at the heart of A level Maths is the 
study of equations and their graphs; we’ll be uncovering surprising relationships that let us solve new 
problems, putting to work the algebra you learned at high school.

We’ll also be applying Maths directly to situations from the real world: this might be using Statistics to 
test a claim, predicting the motion of an object using Mechanics, or using Decision maths to see how 
route-finding software can find the shortest or quickest route through a network.

If you like puzzles, problem-solving and learning to think logically, A-level Maths is for you!
Mathematics is much in demand in many careers, especially in the world of business and commerce. 
An A Level qualification in Mathematics is an undoubted asset in today’s employment market.

What will I learn?

In Pure Mathematics you will extend your 
knowledge of algebra and trigonometry as well 
as learning new ideas such as Calculus.

In Mechanics you will study the motion of 
objects and how they respond to forces acting 
upon them.

In Statistics you will learn to analyse and 
summarise data as well as extending the range 
of probability problems studied at GCSE.

In Decision Mathematics you will be introduced 
to modern techniques with applications in 
industry, business and computing.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students should only consider choosing 

Mathematics as an A-level subject 
if they have a thorough knowledge 
and understanding of the algebra and 
trigonometry in their GCSE course.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
A-level Mathematics is a much sought 
after qualification for entry to a wide variety 
of higher education courses.  There are 
also many areas of employment that see 
a Mathematics A-level as an important 
qualification.  Courses or careers that either 
require A-level Mathematics or are strongly 
related include:  All Sciences and Engineering, 
Medicine, Computer-Science, Business 
Studies, Economics, Accountancy, Psychology, 
Architecture and Geography.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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PE A-Level  
Physical Education provides students with the opportunity to 
consider the benefits of a healthy lifestyle and includes subjects 
like the physiological effects of exercise and how people acquire 
sports skills. Students will learn how to analyse and evaluate 
an athlete’s performance, how to improve performance, and the 
factors affecting gaining new skills.
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PE    
Are you passionate about sport? Driven to find out how you can improve your performance? 
Interested in how our bodies push themselves to their physical peak?

Then A-Level PE is the subject for you. PE suits students who have a passion for sport; students 
who will enjoy a fast paced and diverse course that covers many subject areas – yet is always 
underpinned by the student’s application to sport.

Students that have taken PE have combined it with a wide array of other subjects from Art through 
to Physics. Some are keen to study the subject further at University, whilst many take the subject 
because they realise it is important to study something you enjoy.

What will I learn?

You will learn how exercise affects your body 
and how to train in order to improve your own 
performance and how sports psychology can 
be used to enhance performance. Students 
will also find out about sociological issues 
influencing modern sport and how sport 
is viewed in different cultures as well as 
assessing the development of 5 different sports 
through history to the present day.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• A student wishing to follow this course 

must be able to participate in practical 
work. 

• They must also be willing to develop 
their knowledge and understanding of the 
subject 

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
On completion of this course students may 
choose to go on to one of the following;Higher 
Education Course (eg. Physical Education; 
Teacher Training; Sports Science/Sports 
Psychology; Physiotherapy)Careers in Leisure 
and Recreational ManagementArmed Forces/
PoliceSports’ DevelopmentSports’ Coaching

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Performing Arts Diploma
(Specialising in Drama, Dance or Music)  
Studying Performing Arts enables you to gather a wide 
spectrum of industry knowledge whilst specialising in on of three 
core areas; Acting, Dance or Music.
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Performing Arts   
Our diploma in Performing Arts has been developed to meet the changing needs of the sector, and 
prepare you for the challenges you’ll face in Higher Education or employment. This diploma is not 
just about being able to perform on stage; designed in collaboration with experts spanning the breadth 
of the sector, the diploma in Performing Arts focus on the skills, knowledge and understanding that 
today’s universities and employers demand. You will practically apply your skills and knowledge in 
preparation for further study or the workplace.

You will develop technical and performance skills; as well as theoretical knowledge and understanding to 
underpin these skills. You will also gain an understanding of how different businesses and organisations 
in the performing arts sector work. When it comes to progression or employment, you will understand 
the variety of opportunities available to you, and the roles and responsibilities of businesses and 
organisations within the sector. 

Our diploma in Performing Arts allows you to specialise in Dance, Drama or Music, and to achieve a qualification 
equivalent in size to one or two A-Levels.

What will I learn?

This course progressively builds on the study 
and practice of a number of modules, chosen 
for the development of individual skills, such 
as acting or physical theatre, with group 
work and public performances. Each module 
is continuously assessed through practical 
projects which are set in a vocational context 
and students are also required to keep their 
own personal portfolio which includes further 
written evidence in the form of a log or 
production file. 

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Anyone who is interested in working in 

the Performing Arts Industry in any way. 
For example, as a performer, producer, 
director, stage management, writer, 
promoter, sales and marketing, funding 
and grants, education, technical designer, 
costume and set design.

• Anyone who wishes to build their 
confidence, improve self-esteem and 
develop skills in speech, language and 
communication. Anyone whose chosen 
career would require presentation, 
negotiation and communication skills.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
The course is designed to equip students 
with the knowledge, the understanding and 
the skills required for success within the 
Performing Arts Industry. The course also 
ensures progression to Higher Education, 
particularly Degree courses in related 
disciplines along with an excellent broader 
base of the wider skills required for a vast 
selection of other specialist subjects.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Photography A-Level
Photography provides students with a variety of experiences 
exploring a range of photographic media, techniques and 
processes. You will use digital techniques and research the 
work of other photographers and artists as an integral part of 
the investigative and creative process.
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Photography
Photography offers an in-depth knowledge of both traditional and digital processes. The course 
allows students to start at the very basics of photography complemented by the introduction of using 
digital equipment and packages such as Photoshop.

The course allows the students to have a complete understanding of all the different elements of 
photography and how these can be incorporated within their own work, and allows the students to 
learn a diverse range of photographic techniques and processes.

What will I learn?

You will learn to be confident in the areas of 
ideas’ development and creative response to 
a theme or personal line of enquiry. You will 
also learn to express yourself verbally in the 
critical arena to be found in the presentation 
or seminar situation. You will also explore 
ideas via SLR Digital Photography as well as 
developing a keen awareness of the cultural 
history of Photography, Film and Lens-based 
media.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students who simply have a strong interest 

in the subject but as yet no specific career 
intentions. Students who wish to develop 
further the in-depth study of Creative and 
experimental Photography. 

• Students who wish to pursue a career 
linked to this aspect of Art or Design 
which could include for example, Film and 
the role of Photography in the media such 
as Fashion or advertising Photography.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Many students go on to further study in 
an area of Art or Design to degree level. 
Such careers regularly include Architecture; 
Interior Design; Fine Art; Art Therapy; 
Graphics; Photography; Fashion and Textiles. 
Students who wish to pursue such a career 
may consider studying both AS Art and AS 
Photography as complementary subjects in 
much the same way as, for example, Maths 
and Physics may complement one another. 
Such a complementary combination would 
create an in-depth, broad ranging portfolio of 
creative and technical evidence required for 
direct entry onto a Photography or Art and 
Design course.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Physics A-Level
Physics provides students with the opportunity to make clear 
links between the theory of Physics and its practical applications 
in real life situations, and to apply your understanding to familiar 
and more challenging new situations through a wide range of 
problem solving activities.
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Physics
In investigating the fundamental principles of how the universe works, Physics is a fascinating study 
for those of you with an enquiring mind. It is also the basis on which all forms of technology are 
built. The course seeks to promote sound understanding and application of physical concepts along 
with self-reliance in tackling independent tasks, both theoretical and practical. Growth of logical and 
numerical ability accompanies the development of the subject material. This goes hand-in-hand with 
your development, increasing your responsibility for your own learning. Such skills are important in all 
future forms of professional activity and particularly so in those areas which require a predominantly 
logical or numerate approach. 

Physics is a fascinating subject and whilst it can be studied at higher education in its own right, 
it is also commonly studied by those wishing to go on to engineering courses, medical courses, 
architecture or degrees in other science areas and it is a widely accepted qualification for any area 
which requires numeracy or logical thought.

What will I learn?

You will develop further your existing 
knowledge of the broad areas of Physics 
e.g. electricity, forces, waves and energy. In 
addition you will learn about how Physics has 
developed and is used in present day society 
and the ways in which it has a continuing role 
to play in our scientific understanding.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• The course is particularly suited to 

students taking A-levels in other Sciences, 
Engineering, Design Technology and/or 
Maths.  

• All students will find the course at 
times demanding and perseverance and 
determination will be important qualities.  
Combination of Physics with another 
Science is advantageous.

• Maths A-Level is a prerequisite course to 
study.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Physics is regarded as a high quality 
qualification leading to a wide choice of H.E. 
courses and careers.  These include various 
types of professional engineering, medical 
technologies e.g. radiography or careers where 
logical and mathematical skills are important 
e.g. accountancy, architecture etc.  Some 
companies even provide sponsorship for the 
study of these courses at university.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Psychology A-Level
Psychology students study topics such as research methods, 
social psychology, individual differences and attachment. This 
will form a sound basis for the study of topics such as sleep, 
forensic psychology, schizophrenia, stress and eating disorders.
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Psychology 
The mind is something intangible that exists within our brain. An unseen process of enzymes, 
chemicals and electric current moving within the structure of our neural networks dictates why we 
feel, think and behave the way we do. But why is it that some people suffer from stress and mental 
illness? Why do some people fear snakes yet a few think they are cuddly? 

Psychologists observe and measure behaviour and their therapies are based on scientific study. 
Psychology has links with many disciplines including biological, computer and forensic science as well 
as humanities such as Sociology, Philosophy, Anthropology and even Literature. It involves study of 
theory, empirical evidence and practical applications. This mix of disciplines helps to make Psychology 
such a fascinating subject.

What will I learn?

Cognitive Psychology, Developmental 
Psychology, Biological Psychology,  Social 
Psychology, Psychopathology, Psychology in 
Action and Research Methods.
Students also have the choice to cover three 
of the below. 
(a) Biological rhythms and sleep, (b) 
Perception, (c) Relationships, (d) Aggression, 
(e) Eating behaviour, (f) Gender, (g) 
Intelligence and learning, (h) Cognition and 
development

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• Students who take Psychology need a 

combination of curiosity and scepticism. 
• Psychology students often also study 

Sociology, Health & Social Care, Biology, 
English and Sports Studies.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
Psychology can help you career either 
directly or indirectly. Of course, if you wish to 
become a Psychologist, therapist or mental 
health worker, this A Level is of direct value. 
However, students who want a career in 
any of the caring services, or in marketing 
or business, will find an understanding of 
Psychology beneficial. Students with an A level 
in Psychology could also elect further study for 
a BSc or BA in Psychology and other related 
subjects.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Religion & Philosophy A-Level
Religious Studies provides students with the opportunity to 
reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes 
in light of what they have learnt. There will be a range of 
relevant and contemporary themes to study which will promote 
awareness of modern-world issues.
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Religion & Philosophy 
Ever since humankind started to think, religion has been a fundamental part of our development. As 
people look into the vastness of space or witness the miracle of birth, they contemplate the meaning 
of life and their own mortality. It has always been this way. In the 21st century, religion still addresses 
the same eternal human questions about life and death, values and relationships, right and wrong.

Religion with Philosophy is an inclusive subject, designed for people of any faith... and people who 
have no faith. It is not necessary to have taken Religious Studies at GCSE, although students who 
have a GCSE will find that the AS/A Level builds on their knowledge, understanding and skills. All 
that is required is a desire to find out more about religion and philosophy and their role in society.

What will I learn?

This course is designed for students who are 
looking to gain an insight into the way people 
think about life and its meaning.  There are 
four units that students will study over the two 
year course.  Three units focus on Religion, 
Ethics and Contemporary society and one 
which focuses on Religion and Philosophy.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• This course is suitable for students 

who are interested in how religion and 
philosophy have developed and changed 
in the modern world.  Students who are 
also interested in the origins of the earth 
and the explanations that people give to 
justify human actions and the meaning of 
life.  

• This is a demanding course which includes 
a good level of essay writing ability.  It 
will also incorporate other subjects such 
as History, Psychology and Sociology and 
English so students taking these courses 
may find that information can overlap 
between the subjects.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
This course could lead onto a degree in 
Religious Studies, Philosophy, Theology, 
History, Sociology and Psychology.  It is also 
a desirable qualification for many professions 
especially those which require critical thinking.  
Careers could include Teaching, Politics, Social 
Work, Policing and Medicine.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Science & Lab Skills Diploma
Science & Laboratory Skills cover a wide range of topics 
across biology, chemistry and physics and will allow you to 
acquire a high level of practical laboratory skills from which the 
theory is then drawn.
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Science & Laboratory Skills
Our diploma in Science & Laboratory Skills will prepare you for the challenges you’ll face in Higher 
Education or employment. Designed in collaboration with experts spanning the breadth of the sector, 
the diploma in Science & Laboratory Skills focuses on the skills, knowledge and understanding that 
today’s employers demand. You will practically apply your skills and knowledge in preparation for 
further study or the workplace.

You will develop professional and practical skills through carrying out real experiments and research, 
working with local employers who can provide a workplace setting or national research projects 
that use volunteers to gather data as well as theoretical knowledge and understanding to underpin 
these skills. This will allow you to practice lab techniques required in an industrial setting using 
equipment that may not be readily available in the normal classroom. You will be made aware of 
safe working practices in a lab and the strict legal requirements you must adhere to. You will gain 
an understanding of the different types of scientific industries and settings plus how laboratory design 
can vary across organisations and sectors. 

When it comes to progression or employment, you will understand the variety of opportunities 
available to you, and the roles and responsibilities of businesses and organisations within the sector. 
This will make sure you develop clear ideas about where they might like to take your  career and 
what progression routes you’d like to follow.

Our diploma in Science & Laboratory Skills allows you to achieve a qualification equivalent in size to 
one A-Level.

What will I learn?

This diploma builds on the fundamental 
science content including in-depth examination 
of human physiology, cell structure and 
genetics.
Students may have the opportunity to study 
Human Physiology, Human Nutrition, Cell 
Biology, and Drug Development. 
Students will also study generic skills required 
by technicians working in any kind of scientific 
laboratory, including working for an industrial 
company.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• This course is suited for motivated, well 

rounded students who enjoy the practical, 
work-related aspects of science.  You will 
learn by completing projects based on the 
real working environment.  

• Students will need to be well organised 
and able to work independently and 
enthusiastically.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
A BTEC Level 3 Applied Science qualification 
can lead into a wide variety of careers, such 
as forensic scientist, drug researcher, medical 
physics technician, science technician and 
many more. More and more employers are 
looking for well-qualified people to work within 
the fields of science, technology, engineering 
and maths (STEM).

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website

Science & Lab Skills Diploma
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Sociology A-Level
Sociology students develop their knowledge and understanding 
of the society in which we live. Sociology is the study 
of modern societies. Sociologists are interested in social 
institutions, such as the family, the education system, religion 
and the role of the criminal justice system and how these affect 
us.
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Sociology
In terms of the history of life on Earth, it’s only yesterday that mankind was living in the caves, and 
the day before when we were swinging from branch to branch with the other creatures. And yet in 
what is really the blink of an eye we have developed into a complex society with a wide number of 
problems and opportunities to live with.

Studying sociology offers insights into social and cultural issues. It helps you develop a multi-
perspective and critical approach to understanding issues around culture, identity, religion, crime, 
childhood and social power. More than once during the course you’re bound to ask yourself the 
question, Why have we developed like this? Poverty, ignorance, crime, injustice ... shouldn’t we have 
left them in the Stone Age?”

What will I learn?

This course is designed for students who are 
looking to explore how society shapes us as 
individuals. Sociology looks at the influences 
and opinions of the world around to see 
how and why people could conform or rebel, 
exceed or underachieve and are positive or 
dissatisfied.  We study different sociological 
perspectives including Functionalism, Marxism, 
Feminism, Post-Modernism and the New Right 
and see how their attitudes are applied to our 
chosen topics.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• This course is suitable for students who 

are interested in how society can shape 
our lives in ways we didn’t know. The 
course is for students who want to find 
out how influenced we are by the things 
around us.

• This is a demanding course which includes 
a good level of essay writing ability. It will 
also incorporate other subjects such as 
History, Psychology and Religious Studies 
with Philosophy and Media and English 
so students taking these courses may find 
that information can overlap between the 
subjects.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
This course could lead onto a degree in 
Sociology, Philosophy, Theology, History, 
Criminology, Religious Studies and Psychology. 
It is also a desirable qualification for many 
professions especially those who require critical 
thinking and tolerance of other cultures. Many 
students have gone into teaching, social work 
or the police on completion of the course.

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Sport & Physical Activity  Diploma 
Sport & Physical Activity provides students with the opportunity 
to consider the benefits of a healthy lifestyle and includes 
subjects like the physiological effects of exercise and how 
people acquire sports skills. Students will learn how to analyse 
and evaluate an athlete’s performance, how to improve 
performance, and the factors affecting gaining new skills.
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Sport & Physical Activity
Our diploma in Sport and Physical Activity has been developed to meet the changing needs of the sector, and prepare 
you for the challenges you’ll face in Higher Education or employment. Designed in collaboration with experts spanning 
the breadth of the sector, our diploma in Sport and Physical Activity focuses on the skills, knowledge and understanding 
that today’s universities and employers demand. You will practically apply your skills and knowledge in preparation for 
further study or the workplace.

You will develop professional and social skills through interaction with performers, clients and team mates, as well as 
theoretical knowledge and understanding to underpin these skills. This will allow you to offer informed, practical advice 
and guidance to the people you’ll be working with. You will consider the barriers to and the effects and benefits of sport 
and physical activity across all age ranges and social groups, including people with disabilities and BAME, so you can 
tailor your approach depending on the person, people or situation you’re working with to ensure an inclusive approach. 
You’ll also learn how to work in a safe and effective way, protecting yourself and those you’re working with from injury 
or harm.

You will also gain an understanding of how different businesses and organisations in the sports sector work. When it 
comes to progression or employment, you will understand the variety of opportunities available to you, and the roles 
and responsibilities of businesses and organisations within the sector. This will make sure you develop clear ideas about 
where you might like to take your career and what progression routes you’d like to follow.

Our diploma in Sport & Physical Activity provides the opportunity to enrol in our Sporting Elite Academy specialising in 
Dance, Football, Netball or Rugby; with expert coaching and training to perfect your practical skills.

Our diploma in Sport & Physical Activity allows you to achieve a qualification equivalent in size to one or two A-Levels.

What will I learn?

You will learn how exercise affects your body 
and how to train in order to improve your own 
performance and how sports psychology can 
be used to enhance performance.
Students will also find out about sociological 
issues influencing modern sport and how 
sport is viewed in different cultures as well as 
assessing the development of 5 different sports 
through history to the present day.

What kind of student is this course 
suitable for?
• A student wishing to follow this course 

must be able to participate in practical 
work. 

• They must also be willing to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of related 
areas of study.

Where could I go on to at the end 
of my course?
On completion of this course students may 
choose to go on to one of the following;
Higher Education Course (eg. Physical 
Education; Teacher Training; Sports Science/
Sports Psychology; Physiotherapy)
Careers in Leisure and Recreational 
Management
Armed Forces/Police
Sports’ Development
Sports’ Coaching

Find out more on our website

For information about Entry Requirements  
for this course, see our website
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Work-Related Programmes
In addition to the range of Academic, Vocational and Technical 
courses on offer at Carr Hill Sixth Form Centre, students can 
also complete a Certificate of Personal Effectiveness, Work 
Experience, and GCSE courses.
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Work-Related Pathway
Personal Development 

GCSE Maths 

We love maths; it is diverse, engaging and 
essential to equip students with the right skills 
to reach their future destination, whatever that 
may be.

We’ve designed a GCSE maths course for 
those students wanting to improve on their 
performance in year 11.  Our course will 
support you to engage with, explore and 
succeed in maths.

We understand that many students feel that 
maths is ‘not for them’ but we believe that 
maths is for everyone. So, by putting students 
at the heart of our course, we will shape what 
success in mathematics looks like for every 
student. We want students to see the maths 
not the words and offer some realistic contexts 
within which students can demonstrate their 
understanding of the appropriate mathematics.

GCSE English 

Students will draw upon a range of texts as 
reading stimulus and engage with creative 
and transactional writing. Students will have 
opportunities to develop higher-order reading 
and critical thinking skills that encourage 
genuine enquiry into different topics and 
themes.

Our GCSE English course enables students 
to improve on their performance in year 11.  
We will ensure that students can read fluently 
and write effectively. Students will be able to 
demonstrate a confident control of Standard 
English and write grammatically correct 
sentences, deploying figurative language and 
analysing texts.

Certificate of Professional Excellence

CoPE aims to assess and develop a student’s personal skills. Through a series of projects, students 
will find themselves challenged in a variety of ways e.g. personal confidence, team working skills, 
learning how they learn, presenting skills, debating and researching. Students learn how to interact in 
an adult like manner and are encouraged to shoulder a high level of responsibility for their learning. 
Through this student-driven curriculum, learners experience projects that are beyond the normal 
experiences of a classroom and in doing so, developing as a young adult, enriching their CV and 
increasing their employability.

Prospectus P16 201617 draft 20th July FINAL.indd   63 21/07/2016   11:31:30



Prospectus P16 201617 draft 20th July FINAL.indd   64 21/07/2016   11:31:31



Carr Hill Sixth Form Centre welcomes 
applications from the immediate and wider 
community. 

Whether your education began with us as 
a pupil at Carr Hill High School or you are 
considering joining us from another school or 
college to further your studies, we would be 
delighted should you choose to study with us.  

Applications for a place at the Sixth Form can be 
downloaded from the Sixth Form website. 

Carr Hill High School & Sixth Form Centre
Royal Avenue 
Kirkham 
Preston
Lancashire 
PR4 2ST

If you would like to speak to a member of staff 
about Carr Hill Sixth Form Centre or arrange a 
tour of the centre please contact us via one of 

Tel: 01772 682 008
Email: contact@carrhill.lancs.sch.uk
Website: www.carrhillschool.com

Admissions 

Carr Hill High School

@CarrHillSchool

Carr Hill High School  
& Sixth Form Centre

C
A

RR HILL SIXTH FO
RM

 PRO
SPEC

TUS

Student 
Course 
Guide
 

Your A-Levels Your Diploma Your SportingElite 
Carr Hill High School

Cover Final Prospectus + 6mm spine 201617 FINA;.indd   1 20/07/2016   15:16:01


	Prospectus Cover + 6mm spine 200716
	P16 Prospectus 210716
	Prospectus Cover + 6mm spine 200716



