
 

 
 

 

Friday, 25 September 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Coronavirus  

Unfortunately yesterday we had our first positive case of coronavirus in Year 11.  We followed the plan 

we had put in place and asked the year group to stay at home initially and then followed the guidance 

from Public Health England to identify more precisely those students who would be classed as close 

contacts. These were then contacted and asked to isolate for the necessary time but the rest of the 

year group have returned to school today. This is the process we would follow if there was to be a 

positive case in any other year group and we will use the normal channels of communication – phone, 

text messages, email and the school website to keep you informed. Unfortunately, it is all too likely that 

this will be the first but not the last positive case we have to deal with. No other year group is currently 

affected and year groups are kept separate in their ‘bubbles’. 

 

Please find attached to this letter information from NHS England about testing. Schools have also been 

given guidance from Public Health England that if a member of staff or student cannot get a test within 

3 days of the onset of symptoms, the person should self-isolate for 10 days. 

 

As the school is in an area under additional local restrictions to control the spread of coronavirus, it is 

now expected that face coverings are worn ‘by adults and pupils when moving around, such as in 

corridors and communal areas where social distancing is difficult to maintain’. There are some 

exceptions on medical grounds. 

 

PE Kit 

Since the start of term, students have been able to come into school in kit on the days they have PE. 

This was always intended as temporary measure until we could work out the use of the changing 

rooms and sanitising regime. It is also not ideal as the weather gets colder. We are now in a situation 

where we can use the changing rooms in year group bubbles and so PE students should attend in full 

uniform from Monday September 28th. Those students who have dance are allowed to continue to 

attend in kit because we cannot accommodate both dance and PE in the changing rooms.  

 

Uniform standards 

I would also ask your support in making sure that our students arrive to school in correct uniform and 

follow our school policies. Most of our students get this right every day and always look smart and 

ready to learn; we are grateful to them and you as their parents for making sure that they are so smart 

and ready to learn. However, there are some students (and it is predominantly girls) who consistently 

arrive at school not meeting our standards - skirts rolled up, wearing make-up, fake lashes, fake 

nails/nail varnish, fake tan and piercings that are not allowed. 



 
 

 

As a school, we are working really hard to keep our students safe and get them learning after all of the 

time they missed in school last year. Our time and energy as teachers should be 100% focused on 

filling gaps in learning and ensuring the safety of all staff and students. However, a lot of time is 

currently being spent challenging these students who are not following our policy and are not arriving 

to school appropriately dressed. Where the issue can be rectified straightaway, students will be asked 

to do so but they will be kept out of circulation at break and lunchtime and face detentions if it cannot 

be immediately sorted.  

 

Please could I ask you to make sure that your daughter wears a skirt which is knee length and that you 

make sure that this is not rolled up? Likewise, please make sure that your daughter does not use fake 

tan, does not have fake lashes or nails applied; that ear rings are only one pair of studs and that make 

up is not worn. This will allow us to focus on Teaching and Learning and will aid the smooth running of 

the school at this difficult time. 

 

Voluntary contributions 

Every Autumn we hold our parent information evenings but cannot do so this year and these have 

been virtual – posted on the website. At those evenings I do ask for voluntary contributions to help 

support the Art and Technology faculties in Years 7 and 8 and the GCSEpod app for those in Key stage 

4. No students will be denied access to projects in Art and Technology or GCSEpod but we would be 

very grateful if families could donate and would ask that any donations are sent in through the online 

payment system. 

 

Suggested donation 

Year 7                    £10 

Year 8                    £5 if no donation in year 7 

Year 9                    £15 to cover three years of GCSE pod 

Year 10                 £10 if no donation in Year 9 

Year 11                 £5 if no donation in previous years            

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr A Waller 

Headteacher 


