
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
April 16th 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

It has been a warm welcome back to all staff and students at the start of a new term, including those who have been 

shielding in recent weeks. We look forward to a good term ahead.  

Covid matters 

The Government has announced that the use of face coverings inside school buildings, including class rooms, should 

continue until at least May 17th when it will be reviewed again. 

All our covid procedures – face coverings, separate entrances and yards, lining up for lessons, year group bubbles 

and good ventilation etc all continue until we receive further guidance. 

The Department for Education has said that twice weekly home testing for staff and students using the lateral flow 

devices should continue until the end of term. We had a large delivery of test packs from the NHS this week and will 

distribute the kits on a regular basis. Year 9 will bring home 2 packs of test kits today.  

Curriculum matters 

Please remember as I said in a previous letter that we have changed the dates for internal assessment for Years 7-10 

this term: 

 Year 10 exams have been put back from early May to the week beginning June 21st.  

 Year 9 end of Year assessments will take place week beginning June 14th 

 Year 7 and 8 end of year assessments will take place in class in the summer term when most appropriate 

within the scheme of work 

Lap top and chrome book loans 

During the lockdown we loaned out around 150 laptops and chrome books so that students were able to access their 

work while studying at home. Over the next few weeks Mr Morton will be in touch, a year group at a time, to call 

those loans back in where the device belongs to the school.  

Year 11 

Please find attached to this letter a copy of an information document from the Joint Qualifications Council outlining 

the process for the awarding of grades this year. It really is important to stress that, unlike last year, teachers are not 

being asked to make a prediction of what they think a student would have achieved in an exam. Grades this year 

must be based on a holistic look at the quality of work evidenced in selected assessments. Students are being told 

the assessments that are being used to provide that evidence but the emphasis will be on the assessments currently 



 
 

being undertaken. If, taken together, the evidence meets the criteria for a certain grade that is the grade the student 

will get. It really is important therefore that Year 11 are in school, complete all the assessments and do so to their 

best ability – anything else will disadvantage them. We would obviously have to make consideration of a situation 

where a student could not be in school eg self isolation due to Covid. Staff will not tell students their grade – these 

will be released on results day on August 12th.  

The DfE has announced that the official school leaving date for Year 11 remains the last Friday in June. However 

schools have the discretion and flexibility to determine exactly how best to support Y11 leavers with the transition to 

their next stage, which "might not mean full-time provision and could include visits to education providers, 

independent study or remote provision combined with attendance in person". We are currently working on 

arrangements for Year 11 once this current half term and the required assessments are finished. 

Year 7 Parents Eve 

A reminder that Year 7 Parents Evening will take place remotely on Thursday May 6th. I will send out all the details 

about a week before.  

Mobile Phones 

We have revised our policy regarding the return of confiscated mobile phones. Students know that phones must not 

be seen in school (apart from in rare permitted situations) and that if seen they will be confiscated. Refusal to hand a 

phone over will lead to further sanctions. If a phone is confiscated and it is the first time, the student can get it back 

at the end of the next day. If it is not the first time, the phone will be confiscated until the end of the week. I really 

would ask your support in this.  

The Hub Roof 

After being delayed last year due to the pandemic, the work to replace the Hub roof will start on Monday and the 

building is now wrapped in scaffolding. There will need to be some room changes for rooms upstairs at various 

stages but we can still access the rooms downstairs following designated walkways. This roof is in very poor 

condition and we are fortunate that the work is being paid for by the Local Authority as it is a considerable expense. 

The work should be completed in around 3 months.  

 
With best wishes 

 
 

 
 
 
Mr A Waller 
Headteacher 


