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Timeline Topic Key concepts and knowledge Skills development Rationale 

12 lessons The USA  What are the key features of 
the site and situation of the 
USA? 

 What factors can lead to 
rivers flooding? 

 How did flooding in 2021 
affect New York? 

 How can date about flooding 
be presented using a storm 
hydrograph? 

 What problems can the 
extraction of fossil fuels 
cause? (Deepwater Horizon) 

 What is an unconventional 
method of extracting energy? 

 Why is there controversy 
about hydraulic fracturing? 

 What can population 
pyramids tell us about 
development? 

 What can we learn about 
development from Rostow’s 
model? 

 What is the Black Lives 
Matter movement and how 
has it grown from the USA? 

 How can government policies 
impact migration? 

 Why is Antarctica valuable? 
What role does the USA have 
in the protection of this 
continent? 

 Map skills (Use of Atlas) 

 Use and interpretation of storm hydrographs 

 Use and interpretation of population 
pyramids (divergent bar charts) 

 Use and interpretation of Rostow’s model of 
development. 

 
British values 

 Rule of law 

 Democracy 

 Tolerance of different cultures and religions 

 Mutual respect 

 Individual liberty 
 

 
Employability skills 

 Self-management 

 Informed 

 Numeracy 

 Communication 

 Digital skills 
 

We are learning this to develop our 
understanding of developed 

countries and superpowers. The USA 
is considered to be the World’s only 
superpower country, this topic will 

allow students to develop an 
understanding of a country at a 

different level of development from 
the countries / regions studied up to 

this point which have all been 
emerging / developing. 

 
Learning in this unit will consolidate 
and build on students understanding 
of key physical and human concepts 
such as rivers, energy, population, 

development and migration covered 
in Year 7 and 8. 
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6 lessons 
 
 
 
 
 

Humans and our world  What global factors affect 
biome distribution and 
characteristics? 

 How can we explain the 
distribution and 
characteristics of biomes? 

 What local factors affect 
biomes? 

 How do the biotic and abiotic 
components of biomes 
interact? 

 How does the biosphere act 
as a life support system? 

 How can increasing use of 
resources lead to over 
exploitation? 

 Malthus or Boserup: Whose 
theory of population and 
resources is most convincing? 

 

 Comparing climate graphs for different 
biomes. 

 Use of world maps to show the location of 
different biomes. 

 Use and interpretation of line graphs 
showing the range of future population in 
relation to likely available resources. 

 Justification of opinion – analysis of the 
theories of Malthus and Boserup. 

 
British values 

 Tolerance of different cultures and religions 

 Mutual respect 
 

Employability skills 

 Numeracy 

 Digital skills 

We are learning this to understand 
how vital the biosphere is to human 
existence. Students will appreciate 

that people have been exploiting the 
biosphere throughout history for 
resources and will appreciate the 

services provided to us by the 
biosphere. It is important that 

students develop and understanding 
of the stresses that the biosphere is 
being placed under in recent times, 

their role in this and potential future 
scenarios. 

 
Having studied named countries / 
regions throughout KS3 up to this 
point this topic allows students to 

take a world view and place 
themselves at the centre of this. It 
brings together knowledge from 

previous topics about biomes and 
energy and allows students to 

consider the relationship between 
the two and the role they play in 

this. 
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15 lessons Forests under threat  How does the tropical 
rainforest reflect the 
equatorial climate? 

 How does the taiga reflect the 
sub arctic climate 

 How different are the 
climates of the tropical 
rainforest and the taiga? 

 What are the threats to the 
tropical rainforest? 

 What are the threats to the 
taiga? 

 How can tropical rainforests 
be protected? 

 How can taiga forests be 
protected? 

 Use and interpretation of nutrient cycle 
diagrams and food web diagrams. 

 Use of GIS to identify the pattern of forest 
loss. 

 
British values 

 Tolerance and respect for other cultures. 

 Mutual respect 

 Rule of law 

 Democracy 
 
Employability skills 

 Numeracy 

 Digital skills 

 Problem solving 

We are learning this because two of 
the main biomes in the world are 

forest biomes. Both tropical 
rainforest and taiga forest biomes 

are under threat because of 
commercial development by 

humans and because of indirect 
threats such as climate change. 

Students will learn about their role 
in the destruction of these biomes 
as well as consider what could or 
should be done to protect them. 

 
Having studied tropical rainforest 
biomes in Year 7 (India) and taiga 

biomes in Year 8 (Russia) this topic 
allows students to bring together 

this knowledge to form a world view 
about the threats world forests are 

facing today and challenges them to 
consider what could be done to face 

these challenges. 
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14 lessons Energy  How can we classify energy 
resources? 

 What are the environmental 
impacts of extracting these 
resources? 

 Why is access to energy 
resources uneven around the 
world? 

 Can we cope with rising 
demand for oil? 

 How are oil supplies and 
prices affected by 
geopolitics? 

 Why are we exploiting 
ecologically and 
environmentally sensitive 
areas? 

 How can we be energy 
efficient? 

 What are the costs and 
benefits of alternatives to 
fossil fuels? 

 How are attitudes to energy 
and environmental issues 
changing? 

 Use and interpretation of world maps 
showing the distribution of energy resources. 

 Use of oil price and oil production data to 
identify trends over time. 

 Calculation of carbon and ecological 
footprints. 
 

British values 

 Democracy 

 Mutual respect 

 Tolerance of different cultures 

 Rule of law 

 Respect 

 Individual liberty 
 
Employability skills 

 Problem solving 

 Self-management 

 Informed 

 Numeracy 

 Digital skills 

 Creativity 

We are learning this because as the 
population of the world increases 

and nations are becoming 
increasingly wealthy the need for 

energy supplies is placing pressure 
on the planet. This is impacting the 
ability of the biosphere to provide 

vital services and is damaging world 
biomes. (including tropical and taiga 

forests) 
 

This topic continues our focus on 
global issues, placing students and 

their experiences and actions at the 
centre of this. It builds on earlier 
learning from year 9 about the 

biosphere and forests. 

 


