
 

MEALS POLICY  

 

The school kitchens and dining rooms are first-rate, modern facilities for students and staff. 

The dining rooms serve nutritious foods, cooked in healthy ways. The school caterers have 

worked extremely hard to ensure that the school meets the government’s food and nutrition 

based Standards for school lunches. 

 

The school operates a cashless payment system. Families are encouraged to pre-load 

payment using the online Pupil Link Code which is provided to parents of new students prior 

to their start date in September; alternatively students can load their pin payment system 

using the revaluer machine in the cafeteria.   

 

Some families will qualify for free school meals. If you are in receipt of benefits such as 

income support, jobseekers’ allowance, child tax credit or state pension credit your child 

may be entitled to a free school meal. Further details are available by calling 0845 070 1066. 

In one phone call you can check if you are eligible, apply and be awarded free meals 

without having to complete any application forms. Parents can save on average about £340 

each school year, by claiming a free school meal if they are entitled to one. 

 

In exceptional circumstances, if you wish your child to go home for lunch please complete 

the appropriate request form and return it to school. Please note that if you give permission 

for your child to go home for lunch, responsibility for your child's safety, welfare and 

behaviour passes to you until your child returns to school. The lunchtime period is only 35 

minutes long so unless your child lives very close to the school it is usually impractical for them 

to go home during this period. 

 

No students in Year 7 to 11 will gain permission to go to the chip shop or shops for their lunch. 

 

Students who do not go home for lunch must stay on the school premises throughout 

lunchtime unless they have the permission of the Headteacher. 

 

MEAL TIMES  

 



 

Breakfast is available before school from 8.15am until 8.45am, in the Dining Hall. 

A variety of healthy snack foods are available in the Dining Hall at morning break from 

10.55am until 11.15am 

 

Lunches are provided on a cafeteria basis from 1.15pm until 1.50pm. A separate dining room 

is available to Sixth Form students. Details of menus are available on request. 

 

Packed Lunches 

Students may bring a packed lunch to school. Rooms are made available for students to eat 

in. Packed lunches, sweets and chocolate bars should not be eaten on the school corridors 

or in the school grounds – only fruit, water and fruit juices may be consumed outside the 

designated packed lunch rooms. This ensures students sit down to eat, and minimises litter 

around site. 

 

All pupils are encouraged to drink unflavoured still water to re-hydrate themselves. No fizzy 

drinks are allowed in classes. It is not the school’s policy to dictate to parents what the 

content of packed lunches should be but the importance of eating sensibly and healthily 

should not be understated. 

 

Packed lunches can be eaten in three locations: the picnic area between the Hall and the 

Dining Hall; the Hall; the Benches area. 
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