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Friday 19th December 2014  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Where did that term go?  It seems only a very short time since I was greeting your sons and daughters in 
September and now here I am in the last day of my acting Headship at Carr Hill.   
So, what memories will I take away from my term here?  Three stand out. 
 
Firstly, what a wonderful group of young people attend this school.  Of course they make mistakes and don’t 
always act in the way we would wish, but that is part of growing up.  The vast majority of the time, and I write 
as someone who spends a lot of time at break and lunchtime circulating around the school, they behave 
impeccably, wear their uniform properly, are friendly and respectful in attitude and have a great deal of pride 
in our school. 
 
Secondly, what a supportive group of teaching and support staff work here.  The huge amount and variety of 
extra-curricular activities, the residential visits and the numerous revision classes and “catch-up” support that 
is offered illustrate the genuine care and professional concern that staff at Carr Hill show and how much they 
want your sons and daughters to succeed.  I have worked closely with the Senior Leadership Team at the 
school and I thank them especially for their hard work and support throughout this busy term. 
 
Thirdly, I thank the school Governors for their trust in me and their support during the current term.  
Governors have an unseen but critical role in shaping a school’s direction and do so on a voluntary basis.  
Governors at Carr Hill are supportive but not unquestioningly so.  They ask difficult questions, as they should, 
to ensure the decisions I and my senior staff take are the right ones for the school.  The Governing Body will be 
reconstituted early in the New Year and I strongly encourage any parents who feel they have something to 
offer, and who want to make a real contribution to the community, to consider whether they might want to 
become Parent Governors. 
 
The autumn term is always an exceptionally busy one of course.  Some of the highlights of the term for me 
have been: 

 The Awards Evening at Ribby Hall in September, where we celebrated the successes of our young 
people in the 2014 examinations. 

 Our hugely well-attended Open Evening in the same month.  It was enormously gratifying to get really 
positive feedback about the evening from visitors and I know that the number of applications for 
places in Year 7 next September is quite substantially higher than it was at the same time in 2013. 

 Our Sixth Form information events during the term including the Taster Day in November and the 
Sixth Form Open Evening in early December. 

 
These stand alongside a host of other enrichment opportunities and visits, both in school and beyond, which 
have been detailed in the regular E-Letters during the term and which I hope you have found helpful. 
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As usual, at the end of term we say goodbye to some colleagues.  Christine Evans, a loyal and long-serving 

teacher of English who has carried several other roles at the school, has decided to retire from teaching and 

we wish her a long, fulfilling and happy retirement.  Christine will be replaced by Jan Widdows, formerly a 

teaching assistant at the school and more recently a teacher of English at Ashton on Ribble High School.  We 

will also say farewell to our receptionist, Louise Charlton, who has been offered a more senior post at Hutton 

Grammar School. We thank Louise for her work here and wish her well in her future challenge. Mrs Kim Beck 

will be joining us from January as the new receptionist. Chris Cassidy, Chris Joyce and Bob Jephcote, who have 

been here on supply this term, also leave us.  

We have commissioned, with Governors’ approval, a long overdue improvement to the school’s sports 

facilities which will begin next term.  There will be significant improvements made to the gym, the Sports Hall 

and the changing facilities, some during the current year and some in the summer holidays.  This will provide a 

noticeable improvement in the student’s PE experience.  Additionally, during the summer holiday there will be 

a major building project taking place with the replacement of the Hub roof.  I believe this has been a long-

standing problem and we very much look forward to its resolution. 

With my encouragement, one of the senior staff, Mr Napier, has been looking at the development of learning 

technology at the school.  Schools are now starting to provide electronic devices for students on a one-to-one 

basis to allow students to access the internet during lessons, produce assignments and communicate 

effectively with their teachers.  With Governors’ support, Mr Napier is initiating a pilot project using 

Chromebooks (devices similar to a small lap top computer with all their storage facilities in the Cloud) next 

term.  A small number of students will receive these devices and we will be looking at the benefits and 

drawbacks on their learning.  That pilot will inform the future direction the school takes with this exciting 

initiative. 

Carr Hill can face the future with a lot of confidence.  I know how much Mr Waller is looking forward to leading 

the school next term and I am sure he will quickly fit in to the school community.  Though I will not have any 

further operational involvement with the school, I will continue to look at its progress with interest and will 

remember my time here with a great deal of fondness. 

This term ends of Friday 19th December at 1.15pm. School re-opens for all students at 8.55am on Tuesday 6th 

January 2015.  

I wish all parents, carers and students a very Happy Christmas and all good fortune for the New Year. 

 

John Doyle 
Associate Headteacher 
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