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A guide provided by Carr Hill Sixth Form Centre designed 
to help you make informed choices about your 

Post 16 study programme. 



Making your Post 16 Choices
You enjoy the subject and think you can achieve a high grade at A-level.
The subject is a requirement for your career or course.
The subject is new to you but based on your strengths and interests you think it 
will suit you. 

Subjects become more difficult at an advanced level. 
Do your research- there is often confusion about subject requirements for 
careers or courses.
If you are choosing a subject you haven’t studied before make sure you know 
plently about the course so you can assess it’s suitability.
 

Reasons to continue studying a subject at a higher level:

Some points to think about: 

 Do your Homework 
Find out as much as you can 
about the A-levels you are 
considering. Make sure you 
speak to your teachers and 
students you know who are 
already studying the course, 
research the course online 
and find out more about 
the entry requirements for 

apprenticeships and university 
courses of interest to you.   



Subject 
Selections 

Whilst some students have a clear idea of their 
career choice at this point, many others are 
considering a number of options. 

If you know what you wish to study at university 
and want to know what subjects you will need to 
have studied in preparation, you will
find detailed information on each university’s 
entry requirements on university websites and on 
the UCAS website. You will also find that similar 
information is available for apprenticeship entry 
requirements. 

Some careers and courses will be open to you 
whatever subjects you choose to study for your 
advanced level qualifications or at Higher Level. 
Just try to make sure that you stick to the five-
point plan (opposite).

 

Many courses and apprenticeships build on 
knowledge and skills which you will gain while 
still at school. Where this is the case, universities 
and employers need to make sure that all the 
students/employees they admit have prepared 
themselves in the best way to cope with their 
chosen course or apprenticeship. 

For this reason, some university courses/
employers  may require you to have studied a 
specific subject prior to entry, others may not. 

However, there are some subjects that are
required more often than others. These subjects 
are sometimes referred to as facilitating 
subjects.

Subjects that can be viewed as facilitating 
subjects are:
•  Mathematics and Further Mathematics
•  English Literature
•  Physics
•  Biology
•  Chemistry
•  Geography
•  History
•  Languages (Classical and Modern)

Five Point Plan 
1. Know what course or career you want? – 
Check out the entry requirements.

2. Not sure yet?- Keep your options open.
If you are not sure have you tried to choose at least two 
facilitating subjects.

3. GCSEs and other standard level 
qualifications matter. 
Make sure you understand the GCSE or standard level 
requirements for entry to a competitive university or 
apprenticeship.  

4. Think balance
Do you have a balance of subject choices that reflects 
your abilities, strengths and interests?

5. Make sure you know WHY
If you want to take a subject that you have not studied 
before,can you talk for a minute on what this subject is 
about? Try and unpick why you wish to study this subject. 
It’s not enough to say ‘It’s interesting’, ‘I think I’ll like it’ or 
‘It will be fun’.



Post 16 Choices & Beyond at 
Carr Hill High School & Sixth Form Centre
Students can discuss their Post 16 subject choices with 
the school’s Personal Development Leader, Mr Beale, 
their College Mentor or request an appointment with 
the school’s independent careers advisor. 

Students are also welcome to contact Mr Napier 
(Assistant Headteacher Post 16) or Miss Stott (Post 16 
Care Leader) to discuss Sixth Form course choices.   

Choosing to study to your A-Levels at Carr Hill Sixth 
Form Centre means you will receive:

A dedicated mentor- paired with you based on your 
aspirations and future goals.

Access to an enrichment programme designed to 
provide you with skills and qualifications which will 
enhance your chances of gaining a place on the 
course or apprenticeship of your choice. 

One to One support when applying for your university 
place or apprenticeship. Including help and guidance 
throughout all stages of the application process. 

 


